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Wharton School Announces $2-Million Gift from Alumnus 
 to Support Entrepreneur-in-Residence Program and Wharton Fund 

 
Philadelphia, Pa., Oct. 3, 2007 – The Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania 
announced a $2-million gift from alumnus, Robert Haft, to establish the Robert Haft 
Entrepreneur-in-Residence Endowment Fund and to provide other unrestricted funding. Haft is 
the founder and chairman of Main Street Lender, and is founder of Morgan Noble, a healthcare 
investment company. 
 
The majority of the gift, $1.875 million, will be used to endow the fall semester of Wharton’s 
Entrepreneur-in-Residence Program. This leading program (www.wep.wharton.upenn.edu/EIR/) 
brings highly accomplished entrepreneurs in marketing, finance, manufacturing, real estate, and 
services to campus every week to meet with students in one-on-one meetings. Visiting 
entrepreneurs share their valuable insight and serve as career mentors for students.  
 
Haft stated, “Wharton is making entrepreneurship an important discipline, much as it did for the 
real estate program a decade ago. Encouraging students to become entrepreneurs is a worthy 
endeavor for students and for society. Wharton provided me with the knowledge, contacts and 
confidence to forego a corporate position, and start and grow several businesses.” 
 
The other portion of Haft’s gift will be used to provide unrestricted support of the School. It will 
be applied to Wharton’s highest priority initiatives across a range of programs. 
 
The Entrepreneur-in-Residence Program, an outreach activity of Wharton Entrepreneurial 
Programs (WEP), is one of many highly popular co-curricular initiatives that reflect WEP’s 
commitment to support entrepreneurship campus-wide. In fact, since its inception, students as 
diverse as those from the Schools of Design, Arts & Science, Medicine and Engineering have 
joined Wharton undergraduates and MBAs as participants in the program. In its six years over 
100 entrepreneurs have contributed to the program to the benefit of nearly 1,000 Penn students.  
 
Haft is a 1974 graduate of the Wharton School, where he received an undergraduate degree with 
a concentration in finance. He was recently named as a member of the Wharton School’s 
Undergraduate Executive Board.  

The Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania -- founded in 1881 as the first collegiate 
business school -- is recognized globally for intellectual leadership and ongoing innovation 
across every major discipline of business education. The most comprehensive source of business 
knowledge in the world, Wharton bridges research and practice through its broad engagement 
with the global business community. The school has more than 4,600 undergraduate, MBA, 



executive MBA, and doctoral students; more than 8,000 annual participants in executive 
education programs; and an alumni network of more than 82,000 graduates. 
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